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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to review the chronological development of the literature on free schools published
in Japan and to discuss its qualitative changes. CiNii Research was used to search the literature on free schools. In
the search settings, “free school” was set as a free word, and “bulletin” and “journal article” were set as the type
of material, respectively. The analysis period was 1980 to 2023. The results of the analysis were as follows. There
were a total of 59 matches between 1980 and 2023, with the first detection in the 1999 literature. The number of
matches increased gradually, although it varied from year to year, with the largest number of 8 matches recorded
in 2019, followed by a gradual decrease. Based on the results of the study, it is considered that free schools in Japan
from 1990 to the early 2000's were freely and widely exploring how to support non-attendance, while taking on the
problem of Article one schools defined by the school education law. After 2010, the issues surrounding free schools
became more multilayered, and after the promulgation of the Law for Securing Educational Opportunities in 2016,
the number of references increased rapidly, indicating a growing interest in the subject. These findings suggest that
the research on free schools has undergone a transition, largely influenced by the political and social climate.
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