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A Survey on Japanese Language Instruction and Learning Support for Foreign
Students in Elementary School Japanese Language Classes: Based on a Survey
in Kurashiki City, Okayama Prefecture

Rie KUROE
(Accepted May 22, 2025)
Key words : foreign students in elementary school, Japanese language instruction, learning support
Abstract

With the increase in the number of foreign students in Okayama Prefecture, the number of students requiring
Japanese language instruction has also risen. However, elementary schools lack sufficient support systems.
To establish an effective instructional framework, it is essential to understand the current state of Japanese
language instruction and learning support. Focusing on Japanese language classes, a survey was conducted
in Kurashiki City elementary schools to investigate the actual support provided. The results showed that in
the schools surveyed, there was either one student per school or one to two students per grade who required
Japanese language instruction. Analysis of the challenges in Japanese language instruction revealed issues such
as limited instructional frequency and difficulty selecting appropriate content in pull-out instruction, while push-in
instruction posed challenges in effective teaching. Homeroom teachers also faced difficulties in selecting content and
designing activities. Based on these findings, it is necessary to build an instructional system within schools through
collaboration between classroom teachers, subject teachers, and personnel with specialized knowledge and skills in
Japanese language education.
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