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Genealogy of Ideas Leading to Rawls’ “Fairness and Justice” and
Sen’s “Capability Approach” in High School “Public” Textbooks:
Focusing on the Relationship between Social Contract Theory,
Theory of Obligation, Utilitarianism, Rawls, and Sen
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Abstract

This study examined the genealogy of ideas from social contract theory, utilitarianism, and the theory of obligation
to Rawls and Amartya Sen, using “happiness, justice, and fairness” as a clue to the social views and ideas presented
in high school “public” textbooks. The results of this analysis revealed that (1) utilitarianism (Bentham, Mill), (2)
theory of obligation (Kant), (3) social contract theory (Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau), and (4) Rawls were all mentioned
in the textbooks, and (5) Sen was also described in all textbooks except one. However, some of the respective
relationships were not noted or described sufficiently. In order to enable students to consider multiple aspects

and perspectives, a fuller description of relationships will be required in textbooks. In addition, it is important for

teachers to be aware of the relationship between these ideas in their teaching.
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