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Identifying Components of Japanese University Students Image of Blood
Donation and Their Relationship to Blood Donation Intentions and Experiences
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Abstract

Currently, a decrease in blood donations among young people is becoming a problem in Japan. In this study,
we focused on the image people have of blood donation and conducted a questionnaire survey with 181 university
students as valid respondents. It was predicted that negative images of blood donation would be negatively
associated with intention to donate, and positive images would be positively associated with intention to donate
(Hypothesis 1), that knowledge of blood donation would be positively associated with positive images of blood
donation and negatively associated with negative images (Hypothesis 2), and that intention to donate would be
associated with blood donation experience (Hypothesis 3). As a result of the analysis, one positive image factor
and three negative image factors were extracted from the image of blood donation. Covariance structure analysis
supported Hypothesis 1, but did not provide sufficient support for Hypotheses 2 and 3. However, exploratory analysis
showed that the blood donation experience and approval of blood donation by close others also influence the image
of blood donation. Based on these results, possible measures and further considerations for improving the image of
blood donation and intentions of young people to donate blood were pointed out.
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