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Challenges Perceived by Ward Nurse Managers at Acute Care Hospitals
Regarding Dementia Care Based on Everyday Ethics
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Abstract

This study identified challenges perceived by ward nurse managers at acute care hospitals regarding nursing
practice based on everyday ethics for older people with dementia. These challenges emerged from both problems
associated with dementia care and on challenges in providing such care based on everyday ethics. A questionnaire
survey was conducted among ward nurse managers at acute care hospitals with 200 beds or more. Qualitative
inductive analysis of free descriptive responses from 356 participants yielded four core categories. The ward
nurses identified the following challenges in dementia care within acute care hospitals: current nursing practice
issues such as “Minimizing Difficult Physical Restraints” and “Insufficient Nursing Care to Maintain Dignity and
Safety of Patients”; and factors affecting nursing practice such as “Lack of Staff Development” and ‘Inadequate
Dementia Care Systems”. Furthermore, they expressed a desire to address “staff training” and “improving the care
environment and fostering a positive organizational culture” with the aim of “minimizing physical restraints” and
promoting “nursing practices that value dignity and peace of mind” as part of dementia care based on everyday

ethics.
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